
ownship Government was founded in the U.S. in 1636 and it is a government that is pure Democracy.
Today Township Government is functional in 85 of the 102 Illinois Counties. Pierce Downer, from whom it 
derived its name, settled Downers Grove Township in 1832.  The principal villages of this township at that 
point in time were Hinsdale, Downers Grove, Clarendon Hills, and Fullersburg.  Today the township consists 

of Hinsdale, Clarendon Hills, Willowbrook, Burr Ridge, Westmont, Darien, Downers Grove and parts of Lemont 
and Woodridge.

Townships serve eight million Illinois residents.  All Townships hold town meetings on the 2nd Tuesday of April. 
These meetings are open to all Township residents to address community concerns.

We have eight elected Township Officials and they are:

We have a total of 36 employees working for the Township, 30 full-time and 6 part-time.

   Assessor    12 full-time and 4 part-time
   Highway Commissioner   10 full-time
   Supervisor      8 full-time and 2 part-time

Frank Wurster

Supervisor

Daine A. Konicek

Town Clerk
Lawrence “Andy” Anderson

Highway Commissioner

Theresa A. Cockrell

Assessor
William J. Swanston

Robert C. Del Sarto

Rita Carlson

Kathleen A. Abbate

Trustees

T

Downers Grove Township
Summer 2011 Newsletter

Page 1



A short version of the primary responsibilities and duties of each office are:

Supervisor - Chief executive officer of the township and serves as supervisor of General Assistance and chairman 
of the township board.  The supervisor is the treasurer of all township funds including cemetery funds and is the ex 
official treasurer of the road and bridge funds.

Highway Commissioner - The highway commissioner has general charge of the 71 miles of unincorporated 
roads in Downers Grove Township.  In additions to the repair and upkeep of the roads and bridge maintenance, the 
highway department has an annual brush pick up.  Townships maintain one half of the road miles in Illinois.

Assessor - The Office of Township Assessor is one of the most important and least understood of all township 
offices.  The Assessor does not establish taxes.  The office does appraise property and places value on it, according 
to formulas set by the Illinois Department of Revenue.  It is from taxes levied according to these property values as 
appraised by the township assessor that all units of local government, including townships, receive their income.  
The assessors are also required to undergo formal training to qualify for the position.   

Town Clerk - The Town Clerk is the keeper of the township’s records, the clerk of all town meetings and the ex 
officio clerk for the highway commissioner.  The clerk is to keep minutes of all town meetings and township board 
meetings.

Trustees - The trustees are the legislative arms of the township, setting policy and procedure for the township 
supervisor to administer.  The trustees are 
critical to the proper functioning of the 
township.  They have major roles in auditing 
township bills, attending to annual budgeting 
and levy responsibilities, expending township 
funds, compensating township officers, 
appointing fire protection district trustees, and 
many other township functions.

The township is required or mandated to 
perform the following functions: General 

assistance, property assessment and road and bridge maintenance.  Some additional services are youth services, 
senior citizens programs, cemetery care and mosquito abatement just to mention a few.  We at Youth Services 
Division teach between 4000 and 5000 middle school students life skills classes.
 
Downers Grove Township has two cemeteries:  Oak Hill and Oak Crest.  All of the lots in Oak Hill have been sold 
but lots are still available in Oak Crest where the first woman senator, Lottie O’ Neil is buried. Our Township has 
been the caretaker since 1985.

Two major summer projects for the Township are the reconstruction of the parking lot and landscaping around the 
building.  The parking lot infrastructure is deteriorated and has to be entirely rebuilt due to drainage problems and 
the gradual sinking of the lot.  We removed overgrown shrubbery from around the building last fall and are 
replacing the plants this spring.

Frank Wurster - Township Supervisor

Township Government - continued

New Website Launch Spring 2011

We hope you like the new layout. For your 
convenience we have consolidated the Supervisor, 
Assessor and Highway Department websites into 
www.dgtownship.com.

Downers Grove Township

“Townships serve eight million
Illinois residents...”
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Assessed values are beginning to decrease and will continue to do so as long as the real estate market continues it’s 
downward trend. We have received several phone calls and emails from homeowners asking why their tax bill went 
up when their assessment when down. 

The assessed value determines your portion of the overall tax 
burden.  The tax burden is the sum of the individual taxing 
bodies request for money.  There is a list on your tax bill of all  
the taxing bodies that provide services to your particular 
area.

When these taxing bodies levy for more funds than the prior 
year the overall increase is reflected in your tax bill.  Your tax 
bill will decrease when the taxing bodies request the same 
amount or less than they did in the prior year.  

There are limits to how much a taxing body can levy, due to 
legislative action in 1991, when the Property Tax Extension 
Limitation Law (PTELL) became law.  The Tax Cap, as it is known, states property tax extensions (levies) are 
limited to a 5% increase or the increase in the national Consumer Price Index (CPI) which ever is the leaser 
amount. The limitation can be increased but only with voter approval. 

The explanation begins with the Illinois Property Tax Code.

(Sec. 9 145)   Statutory level of assessment.  …Property shall be valued as follows: Each tract or lot of property shall 
be valued at 33 1/3% of its fair cash value.
 
(Sec. 1 55)   33 1/3%.   One third of the fair cash value of property, as determined by the Department of Revenue’s 
sales ratio studies for the 3 most recent years preceding the assessment year, adjusted to take into account any 
changes in assessment levels implemented since the data for the studies were collected.

The Illinois Department of Revenue and State Statute sets forth laws and guidelines that an Assessor must follow to 
assess property. Most important is to assess at a third of market value.  However, as you can see from the statute 
above, one third is based on the prior three years of market and assessment data, known as a sales ratio study.

Assessments are decreasing now due to the prior three years of the market falling.  As the market continues to drop 
year by year, assessments will also drop.

Remember, the market value listed on your tax bill is based on three prior year’s sales and assessment data.  It is 
not today’s estimate of market value. 

Some property owners have sent in copies of an appraisal, which was done for refinance or mortgage purposes.  
Before you submit that type appraisal please read the fine print.   It will normally state in the body of the appraisal 
that the intended use of the appraisal is for a mortgage finance transaction.  It will also state the intended user is 
the lender/client.

Unfortunately, the Assessor is not the intended user of the appraisal nor is the use of   the appraisal intended for 
real estate assessment or tax purposes.  As such, this type of appraisal is given little or no weight in determining the 
assessed value of your property.

There are several types of appraisals and appraisal forms.  The type to be submitted for assessment purposes is 
referred to as an ad valorem appraisal.  The intended use is to be for real estate tax purposes and the intended user 
should be the Assessor, Board of Review and/or Property Tax Appeal Board.

Should you need further clarification regarding appraisals please contact either Theresa Cockrell, Assessor or Joni 
Gaddis, Chief Deputy Assessor, at our office.

Theresa A. Cockrell - Assessor

My Assessment Decreased - My Tax Bill Increased.
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Along with warm weather, budding trees and blooming flowers, summer inevitably brings road work. Right now, 
some members of our crew are spreading gravel along the shoulders of roads we paved last year. The purpose of this 
is to shore up the road edge, so that it will not be easily broken up by traffic. We use a mix with lots of screenings, a 
finer material that tamps down, hardens and stays in place better than larger gravel. Later, we will begin doing 
crack filling. This work is done annually on those streets in need of it. Sealing cracks prevents water from seeping 
into the roadbed, thereby prolonging the life of the road base. This work is done by a private contractor, following 
our bidding procedures. Still later in the year, we will completely repave streets where necessary. This job is also 
done by an outside contractor. Budget constraints, of course, always influence how much work the Highway 
Department can accomplish in a given year. 

The Highway Department is pleased to announce we have entered into an agreement with COM2 Recycling 
Solutions to collect unwanted electronics from Township households at no cost to tax payers. COM2 is a local 
suburban company, everything is recycled in America, they do not use landfills for disposal of unrecycled material, 
and they guarantee secure data destruction. 

Electronics may be dropped off at the highway garage, on the third Saturday of every month from 8am to 12pm, 
except holiday weekends. Our address is 318 East Quincy St., Westmont, IL. For further information or questions 
please call, the Highway Department at (630) 719-6620. The equipment list below details what we will recycle.

   •  Computers and Peripherals - CPU's, laptops, monitors, flat panels, keyboards, mice, cable, printers,  
       plotters, external hard drives, tape drives, network hardware (servers, routers, hubs), communication hardware  
       (modems) and subassemblies of any of the above. 

   •  Data Center Equipment - Power Distribution Units (PDU's), uninterrupted power supplies (UPS Systems). 

   •  Office and Telecommunication Equipment - copiers, fax machines, phone systems, cell phones, hand held   
       devices, projection equipment, audio equipment, video equipment, TV's, calculators, security equipment,   
       videotapes, beepers and typewriters. 

For additional information about COM2 go to www.com2computer.com

Road Maintenance
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Electronic Recycling Program 

We have established the following dates for our Brush Pickup Program, covering unincorporated areas only. Please 
remember that while these are our target dates, delays (due to equipment failure, weather conditions, etc.) are 
always a possibility. Crews will only pass a house once during the scheduled pickup period. 

      2011-2012 Brush Pickup Program Dates (Unincorporated Downers Grove Township Areas Only) 

Brush Pickup Program For Unincorporated Downers Grove Township

Area Location Fall Pickup Spring Pickup 2012 Fall Pickup 2012

1. County Line Rd. west to Rt. 83 8/29/2011 3/26/2012 8/27/2012

2. Rt. 83 west to Clarendon Hills Rd. 9/12/2011 4/9/2012 9/10/2012

3. Clarendon Hills Rd. west to Cass Ave. 9/26/2011 4/23/2012 9/24/2012

4. Cass Ave. west to Main St./Lemont Rd. 10/10/2011 5/7/2012 10/8/2012

5. Main St./Lemont Rd. west to Woodward Ave. 10/24/2011 5/21/2012 10/22/2012

Wood Chips Available
Wood chips from our brush pickup program are available to any resident of the Township.  They are delivered by the 
truckload (small load is about 2 cubic yards, large is about 6 cubic yards).  Anyone wishing to receive some should call 
the Highway Department office at (630) 719-6620.  Please be aware that the chips are “as is”; we cannot control the 
size or quality.  There is no charge for this service.

Lawrence “Andy” Anderson - Highway Commissioner

http://www.com2computer.com
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The Downers Grove Township Annual Meeting was held on April 12, 2011 at Ashton Place in Willowbrook. A very 
big thank you to all who attended this year and took part in the meeting.  The following members of Cub Scout Pac 
48 presented the colors and led us in the Pledge of Allegiance:  Kevin Schoeberle, Dustin Cerny, Dawud Addadaq, 
Munir Addadaq, Xander Gapuz, Adam Rosignal and Ryan Rosignal.

As I was watching the faces of the boys marching 
in with the flag and how proud they looked, I 
thought about the words to the Pledge of 
Allegiance.

It was first published in “The Youth’s Companion” 
September 8, 1892 issue, and read:  I pledge 
allegiance to my Flag, and to the Republic for 
which it stands: one Nation indivisible, With 
Liberty and Justice for all. Though published 
anonymously, two men, James Upham and Francis 
Bellamy seem to be the composers.  For twenty-five years it remained unchanged.  On Flag Day, June 14, 1923 the 
Pledge was altered to read:  I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States – this was done so there would be no 
confusion to the huge number of immigrants entering the country. 

In June of 1924, the wording was changed to read:  I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.

The Pledge continued as the unofficial pledge until June 22, 1942, when the United States Congress included the 
Pledge to the Flag in the United States Flag Code.  In 1945, the Pledge to the Flag received its official title as:  The 
Pledge of Allegiance. The last change was made on Flag Day, June 14, 1954 when the Words “under God” were 
added.

When we recite the Pledge we are promising to be faithful to the emblem that it stands for. We pledge loyalty to our 
government that is a Republic.  The fifty states are united as one under God and cannot be separated.  The people 
have the freedom to pursue “life, liberty and happiness” and are entitled to be treated justly, fairly and according to 
the law.  All these principles belong to each and every American.

The next time you recite these 31 words 
think about what they mean.

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United 
States of America, and to the Republic for 
which it stands, one Nation under God, 
indivisible, with Liberty and Justice for all.

Diane A. Konicek - Town Clerk

The Pledge

“I pledge allegiance to the Flag
of the United States of America,”
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The Human Services staff has participated in exciting changes to our department since Spring & Summer last year. 
Overall, we have updated and improved our curriculums to keep current with the needs of our community. 
Additionally, we have successfully conducted and attended youth and staff development training to improve delivery  
and enhance the skills of all involved. 

Our Department of Human Services Grant maintains two full-time staff as prevention specialists. A prevention 
specialist works with local schools and community members using best practices to promote positive drug-free life 
styles. Prevention specialist, Cathy Rager, has taught 6th & 7th grade students the model program “Too Good for

Raising the Bar - Challenging Staff, Challenging Youth and Promoting Awareness
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Town Clerk



Drugs” at Burr Ridge Middle School for the last 5½ years. Pre/post surveys have shown that student knowledge 
and skills in resisting bad choices and drug use increase, while student perception of drug use among their peers 
decreases by eight to fifteen percent. Besides alcohol, tobacco and other drugs, topics include: goal setting, stress 
management, decision-making and communication. Cathy also spearheads a peer mediation program at the school. 
Peer mediation is designed to help students resolve conflicts with the help of 7th & 8th grade trained mediators. 
Her leaders have completed 25 mediations and 9 follow-ups so far this year. 

Cathy and staff also work with the Willowbrook Corner Coalition to support family and youth activities in the 
southeast portion of our Township. Activities include: employment opportunities, job skills, life skills, safety, sports 
& dance, as well as raising community awareness to local substance abuse issues with a campaign against 
marijuana. We continue to support resident-led efforts that benefit families & youth.

Our newest staff member, Lauren Aramburu, trains high school leaders to teach the Westview Hills (Middle School) 
Peer-Led Life Skills program once per month. ”Teachers” use a combination of lecture and experiential activities 
which extend to an after school program. Current month themes are stress management and media advertising. 
Lauren has also participated in Snowflake and Snowball prevention events for Downers Grove North & South, 
District 99 and Hinsdale Central, (new for us this year). She plans to attend the Westmont H.S. Snowball in May. 
Prevention & life skills staff also participated in Mid-Level Institute (MLI) as facilitators in the fall. MLI is a 
leadership camp for middle school students. 

Also new… Lauren recently gathered a team of teen 
leaders who established the group, Youth Community 
Foundation (YCF) in late 2010. YCF’s mission is to 
advocate for positive high school youth involvement 
and healthy life styles for teens within the Township 
community. Through their partnership with Human 
Services staff, they are able to assist in program 
development, build leadership, and provide community  
service opportunities. YCF is currently hosting a 
Veterans Clothing Drive in coordination with the 
DuPage County Vet Center. They are planning to 
collaborate with other agencies and school-affiliated 
clubs to provide future service opportunities. Keep 
checking our website for more details!  

Jason Shiliga- Youth Education Coordinator, and 
Rebecca Adelmann- Life Skills Educator, have 17 
schools on their roster with the addition of the following 
Downers Grove District 58 schools: Kingsley, Belle Aire, Henry Puffer and Lester. They teach character education 
and anti-bullying curriculum to the lower grades, while maintaining prevention and life skills curriculum in all 
grades they teach. They now reach over 350 additional pupils! Life Skills staff continues to monitor National 
Education and Illinois-Social & Emotional Learning Standards to guide their programs.

Lori Wrzesinski has completed two (fall & winter) training sessions for the Peer Jury program. Beginning in 2000, 
we began with one site and 50 jurors. When we celebrated our 10-year anniversary collaboration in December, our 
program boasted over 200 jurors and three sites! The brunch was well attended by all those represented in the 
program: coordinators, jurors, police, government, community service sites, parents, former jurors, former 
offenders and a parent of one former offender! To date, this program has heard over 800 cases. We are constantly 
looking for new community service sites and have added the Links Project (initiated by two Hinsdale Central 
student leaders), which provides trained student mentors for appropriate offenders assigned to them. Overall, we 
continue to survey all who participate. 99% of our feedback is favorable, while 98% of our offenders do not 
reoffend!

We are constantly pursuing cross collaboration within our Township. Through our partnership with community 
stakeholders, our goal is to provide positive, integrated and economical services through our programs. We will 
continue to find ways to reach out to as many youth as possible! 

Please call Human Services: (630)719-6670 to access any of the staff mentioned above, or Frank Wurster, 
Supervisor: (630)719-6610.

Cathy Rager - Prevention Specialist

Raising the Bar - continued
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Since May of 1983, the Senior Citizens Advisory Committee has been striving to enhance the lives of senior citizens 
in our township. Committee members act as advocates on behalf of older residents in our township. They serve as 
the “eyes and ears” of our community, letting the Town Board know what services are needed. 

The committee consists of nine members who represent different parts of our township. This year four new 
members joined the committee. We welcome Ralph Beardsley, Diane Saunders, Mark Thoman, and Ken Yoshitani. 
They join previously appointed members: Harve Bogolub, Lillian Brown, Marcel Levesque, Dr. Floyd Mizener and 
William Wavak. We wish to commend the dedicated members of the Seniors Citizens Advisory Committee for 
volunteering their time and efforts on behalf of our township’s residents.

The committee has successfully developed several programs that assist older residents of our township. Present 
programs include:

   •  Dial-A-Ride - a transportation program for township residents who are over the age of 65 or disabled.  
       Service is provided Monday through Friday from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm within township boundaries.
       Fare: $5/ride.  Registration is necessary.

   •  The Vintage Times - a monthly cable TV program that provides current topics of interest to older residents     
         and their families.

   •  The Banner News - an informative newsletter published on the township’s website and mailed annually to 
         senior households.

   •  GrandFriendships - a pilot inter-generational program recently initiated in cooperation with Lester School   
       in Downers Grove.

   •   Information and Referral - this service is always available to answer your questions and to connect you 
       with existing resources.

   •  S.A.L.T. - (Seniors And Lawmen Together) is a consortium of police and fire departments in Downers Grove 
         Township, senior volunteers and representatives from organizations representing senior citizens’ interests. 
         The purpose of S.A.L.T. is to educate older residents about safety and crime prevention.

PLEASE JOIN US!  We encourage township residents to join us and to get involved in our programs. If you have 
suggestions or questions concerning the welfare of elderly residents please call us at (630)719-6682.

Hanna Benioff - Senior Services

Nine People Who Make A Difference – Your Senior Citizens Advisory Committee

Upper row, from left: Harve Bogulub, Joan Nichols, Frank Wurster, Supervisor, Mark Thoman, Ken Yoshitani, Ralph Beardley , Bill Swanston, 
Hanna Benioff    Lower row, from left: Bob Wavak, Dr. Floyd Mizener, Lill Brown, Diane Saunders, Marcel Levesque
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What does a Township Trustee do?
Have you ever wondered what a Township Trustee 
does?  There are four trustees in the Township of 
Downers Grove that are elected by the public for a 
four-year term.  Holding public office means 
maintaining the public trust.  Trustees are elected to 
represent the general public and administer the 
programs and services affecting township residents.  
However, most importantly, Trustees are entrusted 
to oversee the expenditures of public funds in the 
township.  Our goal is to provide superior services 
to all residents with minimal costs.

Our Township Board meets at least monthly to 
discuss and vote on issues as they relate to township business.  Some of our agenda items include:  budgeting, 
issues that might pertain to Human & Health programs, unincorporated township roads or General Assistance 
services.  Perhaps the most fundamental job of a Trustee is the approval of all township expenses.  Each Trustee 
reviews all expenditures for accuracy, proper documentation and legitimacy of expense.  This function is our 
primary fiduciary responsibility and was established many years ago to prevent fraud and abuse.

Outside the Board Room, the Trustees represent the township and their individual communities by attending 
Chamber of Commerce meetings, thus acting as the liaison between the township and local businesses.  Trustees 
will also attend various township events, Peer Jury meetings and Life Skills presentations for middle school 
children.  During the warmer months, you will find the Trustees representing the township at local fairs and 
festivals.  Additionally, trustees will often lend a helping hand to the General Assistance group by reviewing the 
lawn maintenance of neglected properties in the township.

Kathleen A. Abbate - Township Trustee

Downers Grove Township Resident
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Kathleen A. Abbate
Township Trustee

Downers Grove Township
4340 Prince Street, Downers Grove, Illinois 60515

my township

Visit www.dgtownship.com for more Township information. follow us on

http://www.dgtownship.com
http://www.dgtownship.com
https://www.facebook.com/dgtownship
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